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Note from the Chair 

Greetings from Charlottesville!  Life has been busy as always in the smallest PhD-

granting department in Arts and Sciences.   

Anna Borovskaya-Ellis is in her second year replacing Lilia Travisano as head of our 

language program.  Anna has taken over 1st-, 3rd-, and 5th-year Russian (the last a 

conversation course).  Anna is a blur of energy and often has students waiting at 

her door for a turn to meet with her at office hours.  For those of you who knew 

and appreciated Lilia and her uncommon generosity with time, Anna (who 

sometimes has Lilia over to her office for tea) is to our great good fortune cut from 

the same cloth.   

The biggest news is that Stan Stepanic, our well-known Dracula teacher, has been 

hired to a new lectureship.  The position comes with the possibility of 

permanence.  (It's not called tenure because Stan is not expected to publish 

scholarly work, just teach.)  Stan is immensely gifted in appealing to undergrads.  

As an advisor of undergrads this past semester, I had several students with no 

connection to Slavic mention they'd heard of his stellar reputation and were eager 

to take his class.  In a recent semester Dracula, offered in 3 different sections of 

Editors: Dariusz Tolczyk and Valeria Provotorova 
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75, was 100% full for a combined enrollment of 225, with 

743 students on the three waiting lists, which could 

conceivably be the highest numbers in the history of 

American Slavic studies going back to the 1890s!  For the 

near future we envision Stan teaching Dracula in one large 

section, Russian and East European film (this semester's 

section is full at 50 with a waiting list), first-year Polish, 

and Russian folklore courses.    

If you've been out of touch with UVa broadly, the 

University has a new President, James Ryan.  In addition, 

Ian Baucom, the Dean of Arts and Sciences, has signed on 

for a second 5-year term.   

On a personal front, this past year I taught a graduate 

seminar on Tolstoy's War and Peace in the fall and was on 

leave in the spring working on my Tolstoy project ς one 

book on his fiction before his crisis and another on the 

fiction after, the latter of which is my main focus at the 

moment.  I gave papers at both the AATSEEL Conference 

in Washington ("Tolstoy's Orphans") and the ASEEES 

Convention in Boston ("Tolstoy's Three Ethical Systems").  

A personal highlight was skiing in the Swiss Alps, 

something I've dreamt of doing for many years.  I spent a 

few days at Zermatt on the Italian border and a few more 

in the Jungfrau region at Mürren.  In March I'll be visiting 

former students Mark Purves (PhD 2007) and Katya 

Jordan (PhD 2014), now faculty in the excellent Russian 

program at Brigham Young to give a talk and if I'm lucky 

get in a little skiing on the side.    

An important long-term goal for the department is to 

establish a fund to offer small scholarship that will help 

undergrads pay for study abroad in Slavic countries.  The 

goal is to encourage more of them to do so.  UVa 

traditionally has lower rates of study abroad than many 

other elite universities, and that's a trend we'd like to 

break.  The fund was started 3 years ago by generous 

donations from Ryan Briggs (BA, Commerce and Slavic 

Languages and Literatures, 2013) and is approaching, but 

is not at, the point at which we can start to offer 

scholarships.  

Faculty Interview 

 

Atop the Schilthorn (familiar from the 1967 James Bond film On 

Her Majesty's Secret Service) with the Jungfrau about 6 miles 

away in the background.   

We welcome other contributions to an incredibly good 

cause.  I myself studied at the Pushkin Institute in 

Moscow for a semester as an undergrad (1982) and a year 

as a grad student (1985-6), and found the experience eye-

opening and transformative beyond any reasonable 

expectation, in ways more important than just its 

contributions to the career I selected.  I learned more the 

semester I was in Moscow ς not just about Russian, but 

about life, about human cultures and myself ς than any 

other semester of college.  We know from many years of 

experience that when our students have taken the plunge 

in the past, they almost always have returned delighted 

and often eager to get back as quickly as possible.  If you 

would like to help us, contributions can be made online.  

Click Make a Gift in the lower right corner of our 

homepage, then please be sure to specify Slavic 

Languages and Literatures on the second screen.  

 

Best wishes to all for a great 2019!   

 

David Herman 

Chair of Slavic Languages and Literatures 

 

 

http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
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Faculty Interview 

5ŀǊƛǳǎȊ ¢ƻƱŎȊȅƪΥ  L ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

anyone taking college students to a 

juvenile prison to discuss Russian 

literature with inmates. How did you 

come up with this idea? 

Andrew Kaufman:  It was an idea that 

came out of the intersection of my 

longtime interest in educational 

outreach and teaching innovation. I was 

looking for exciting new ways to teach 

literature to my UVa students that 

would make the literature much more 

immediately relevant to them. In 2009 I 

happened to be invited to do a 

workshop in an adult prison about 

¢ƻƭǎǘƻȅΩǎ The Death of Ivan Ilyich, and it 

was a powerful teaching experienceτso 

much so that I came away with a fresh 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƻƭǎǘƻȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 

the many times LΩŘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘōǳƭō ǿŜƴǘ 

off: What would happen if I created a 

Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀǘ ¦±ŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩŘ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ 

students into a similarly unfamiliar 

environment and invite them to have 

conversations about Russian literature 

with people with whom they might 

never otherwise interact with? Might 

they, too, come away with a radically 

new understanding of the works we 

read? Books Behind Bars was originally 

an experiment meant to test out this 

hypothesis. 

What did you want to achieve or prove 

by pursuing this experiment? 

Honestly, initially my main focus was on 

the UVa students, on creating a uniquely 

relevant classroom experience where 

they could have authentic conversations 

Books Behind Bars 

Interview with Dr. Andrew Kaufman 

 

 

Dr. Andrew Kaufman (Ph.D. Stanford University) is a Lecturer at the 

Slavic Department and the author of two books on Leo Tolstoy, 

Understanding Tolstoy (Ohio University Press, 2011, paperback 

2011) and Give War and Peace a Chance: Tolstoyan Wisdom for 

Troubled Times (Simon & Schuster, 2014, paperback 2015). He is 

nationally recognized for his educational outreach program Books 

Behind Bars, in which UVA students lead weekly discussions on 

Russian literature with inmates at a Virginia maximum-security 

juvenile correctional center.  Andrew Kaufman has been teaching 

works by Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Chekhov and other Russian 

writers to young inmates for nine years.  His program has been 

widely featured on national and international media, including The 

Washington Post, Katie Couric, NPR, Chronicle of Higher Education, 

Megyn Kelly Today, Russian national TV, etc. A feature-length 

documentary about Dr. Kaufman's initiative, Seats at the Table, had 

its world premiere at the Global Peace Film Festival in Orlando 

(September 2018) Recently, the film was featured at the 2018 

Virginia Film Festival. 
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about the literature with people very different 

from them. I waǎ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ 

with a deeper, more embodied understanding 

of the literature as opposed to a purely 

abstract, or academic understanding. At the 

same time I believed that this experience 

would be of value for the residents at the 

correctional centŜǊΣ ǘƻƻΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

exactly in what ways. It would take several 

years before I understood the depth of the 

impact this experience would have on both 

groups.  

How did the first confrontation with the 

reality of the juvenile correctional center 

challenge or confirm your original 

expectations? 

When I started getting UVa student feedback 

during and after that first iteration of the 

course in 2010, I knew there was something 

very special going on here. The feedback and 

course evaluations had a passion, a depth, and 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎƛǘȅ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

other classes. At the same time, I knew the 

residents at the correctional center were 

enjoying their interaction with the students 

and getting some things out of the program, 

but at that point, I ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 

what.   

What literary works are you choosing to 

teach in your program and why? 

²Ŝ ǊŜŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ 

expect to find in an introduction to nineteenth 

and twentieth century Russian literature 

classτPushkin, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, Pavlova, 

Chekhov, Solzhenitsyn, Akhmatova. The main 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ƴƻǾŜƭǎΣ 

only the short stories and poems, because the 

reading level of residents and other 

constraints at the correctional center make it 

unreasonable to expect residents will read more than 20-30 pages a 

week. The unexpected benefit of this approach is that it has taught 

everyone, UVa students and residents alike, how incredibly rich each 

work is and how deeply you can penetrate an entire world of human 

experience on the basis on a few short pages, or even sentences.  

Which author and work has made the greatest impression among 

inmates? 

It differs from table to table (UVa students and residents meet in 

small groups at eight different tables) and year to year. But I can say 

ǘƘŀǘ ¢ƻƭǎǘƻȅΩǎ άIƻǿ aǳŎƘ [ŀƴŘ 5ƻŜǎ ŀ aŀƴ bŜŜŘΚέ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ 

universally beloved and understood, while residents are initially put 

off by his Death of Ivan Ilyich, yet have profound discussions about it. 

LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ my literature classes that the stronger the 

emotional reaction a student has to a work, positive or negative, the 

richer the discussion about it will be. A few years ago I started adding 

Soviet prison camp literature (Varlam Shalamov), and those stories, 

while emotionally taxing, have stimulated exceptionally rich and 

specific conversation about what it means to be incarcerated.  

What are the most interesting differences between the college 

students' reactions to the literary works, as opposed to the 

ƛƴƳŀǘŜǎΩ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΚ 

The UVa students tend to come in with a more sophisticated 

language to talk about the literature but far less life experience. The 

Faculty Interview 

Dr. Kaufman with his UVA students on the way to the juvenile 

correctional center. Rosalia Films 
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two groups can learn a great deal from one another in 

this respect. UVa students will hear fascinating 

interpretations ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 

to hear among their UVa peers. For example, the 

ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŀŘ tǳǎƘƪƛƴΩǎ ά¢ƻ ŀ tƻŜǘέ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ 

to be tough, austere, unbending in a harsh world. In 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŘ tǳǎƘƪƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǉǳƛǘe literally, 

rather than figuratively, as a message of creative 

ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƛǎƳΦ hǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ DƻƎƻƭΩǎ 

ά¢ƘŜ hǾŜǊŎƻŀǘΣέ Ƴŀƴȅ ¦±ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 

work as a call to social justice on behalf of the forsaken 

men and women among us. Not the residents: They 

often have little sympathy for Akaky, who, they say, 

ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀŎƪ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƎƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƻƻ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ !ǘ 

first UVa students are offended by this interpretation, 

but when they dig into it, they realize that the residents 

are simply expressing the reality of their lives in the 

facility and on the streets. It forces UVa students to 

recognize that their humane, socially progressive 

reading of the story might have something to do with 

the own rather sheltered lives.  

What do young inmates learn from this experience? 

What do they value most about it? 

LΩŘ ǎŀȅΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 

sit down with college students each week and have 

authentic conversations about the sorts of big life 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ talk to one another 

about, or at least in any kind of sustained and 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǿŀȅΦ άCƻǊ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ L ŦŜƭǘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎΣέ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀȅΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦±ŀ 

students describe how the conversations they have 

with the residents are often deeper and more 

meaningful than the ones they have with their own 

friends. Residents also value the chance to try 

something radically different and a bit risky. They start 

to wonder what other risks they might take, what other 

subjects they might study, thaǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ considered 

before. And, the messages of Russian literature (about 

morality, human dignity, freedom, community, social 

justice, etc.) resonate powerfully with them. These are 

messages people have been telling them for years, but it 

would go in one ear and out the other. By exploring these 

messages in the form of a story, and talking about them 

with their peers outside their institution, the messages, 

they say, seem to stick.  

Books Behind Bars must be a huge challenge and eye-

opening experience for your college students involved in 

it. What do they learn from it? What do you want them 

to learn? 

They learn practical leadership skills: how to plan a 

meeting and facilitate a discussion, how to build 

successful relationships with people from diverse 

backgrounds, how to think on their feet, stay flexible and 

nimble as facilitators while still having a structure in 

place. On a deeper level they learn what it means to truly 

listen to another human being without judgement, how 

to see the full-blooded humanity in others and in 

themselves. They learn the many layers and dimensions 

of literature that they haŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 

about books in a familiar environment and with familiar 

people. Many of them learn that they want a different 

kind of career than the one they thought they wanted 

before entering this class: a career with heart and soul, a 

career with a service component, a career with meaning. 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǘƘŜ 

power of education to change paradigms and transform 

lives, including their own.  

What was the greatest surprise in your nine-year 

experience of teaching the program? 

Three surprises: First, the staying power of this program. 

It seems to stay relevant and fresh year and after year, 

despite the many changes in our academic and cultural 

climate. The second surprise is the depth of lasting 

transformation this experience has had on many UVa 

students and residents. Many UVa students have changed 

their career plans entirely as a result of taking this class. 

Faculty Interview 
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Many residents who never had an interest in attending 

college were so inspired by their experience of working with 

the UVa students that they were motivated to apply to, 

enroll in, and successfully complete college. The third 

surprise is how much I myself have been changed by the 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

teacher, reader, and person. When I watch the students and 

residents taking the risk, week after week, of breaking down 

barriers, sharing their most intimate human stories about 

love and loss, that has inspired me to be better at breaking 

down barriers in my own life, of taking the risk of being 

vulnerable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Faculty Interview 

Link to a recent article, "Tolstoy 

Behind Bars: Why UVA Students are 

Reading Russian Literature in Prison?" 

by Susan Svrluga in The Washington 

Post: 

Link to the Today Show feature on 

Books Behind Bars: άaŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

professor who is bringing college 

students and incarcerated youth 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎέ 

[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ !ƴŘǊŜǿ YŀǳŦƳŀƴΩǎ TEDx talk: 

ά¢ƘŜ LƴƳŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻƭǎǘƻȅέ 

Dr. Kaufman on the Katie Couric Show with Katie Couric and former Beaumont Juvenile Correctional Center resident 

Douglas Avila 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LybrErhVg44
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LςR Upper row: Dr. Stan StepanicΣ tǊƻŦΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ IŜǊƳŀƴΣ tǊƻŦΦ aŀǊƪ 9ƭǎƻƴΣ tǊƻŦΦ 5ŀǊƛǳǎȊ ¢ƻƱŎȊȅƪΣ tǊƻŦΦ 9ŘƛǘƘ 

Clowes, Prof. Katia Dianina 

Middle row: Alexander Caperton, Carter Green, Dominika Borek, Nika Lomidze, Alexander Johnson, Natalie 

Shea, Rebekah Leary, Sarah Bouchie, Royce Lindengren 

Front row: Kate Motsko, Christina Beggarly, Cameron Tarry, Khongorzul Khosbayar 

 

New Bachelors of Arts with the Slavic faculty 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation 2018 
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tǊƻŦΦ 5ŀǊƛǳǎȊ ¢ƻƱŎȊȅƪΣ tǊƻŦΦ aŀǊƪ 9ƭǎƻƴΣ 5ǊΦ {ǘŀƴ {ǘŜǇŀƴƛŎΣ tǊƻŦΦ Yŀǘƛŀ 5ƛŀƴƛƴŀΣ Dr. Reed Johnson and Dr. 

Viktoria Basham (receiving their PhD diplomas), Prof. Edith Clowes, Prof. David Herman 

 

 

New PhDs with Slavic faculty 
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2018 GRADUATE AWARDS 

Sharisa Aidukaitis received a Summer Research Grant in Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences for 

research in Ukraine. 

Sasha Bernosky received a summer grant to study Ukrainian language and culture at Harvard Ukrainian 

Research Institute. 

Abigail Hohn was inducted into the UVA Raven Society. She also won an Academic Fellowship in Russia 

from American Councils for International Education for 2018-19 research in Russian libraries and 

archives. 

Alex Maxwell and Sarah McEleney won Presidential Fellowships in Data Science (Digital Humanities). 

Sarah McEleney also won {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΩ [ŀō 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ IǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎ tǊƻǘƻǘȅǇƛƴƎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ for Summer 2018 and 

5ŜŀƴΩǎ 5ƛǎǎŜǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƻƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ for 2018-2019. 

Tierre Sanford received a Rachel Winer Manin Graduate Fellows Award of Jewish Studies (awarded by 

University of Virginia Jewish Studies Program), a Graduate Student Research Grant (awarded by UVA 

Center for Global Inquiry and Innovation), a Buckner W. Clay Endowment for the Humanities Summer 

Research Grant for Doctoral Students (awarded by UVA Institute of Humanities and Global Cultures), as 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ DǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ άEgo-Documents in the Soviet Sphere on the 

Holocaust: Revealing Personal Voicesέ όŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ aƻǎƘŜ aƛǊƛƭŀǎƘǾƛƭƛ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

Holocaust in the Soviet Union at Yad Vashem and the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for 

Advanced Holocaust Studies at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Graduation 2018 

2018 UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS 

Awards for Outstanding Completion of Undergraduate Studies  

The 2018 Pertzoff Prize was awarded to Jordan Bernstein, and Cameron Tarry won the Hammond 

Award. Congratulations! 

Our graduating majors, Jordan Bernstein, Katherine Motsko, Natalie Shea and Cameron Tarry were 

elected to the Beta Chapter of the Phi Beta Kappa. Congratulations! 

As the oldest and most distinguished honor society in the country, Phi Beta Kappa offers membership 
to less than one percent of all undergraduates. Many of the leading figures in American history and 
culture have begun their careers with election to the society, including seventeen presidents of the 
United States. As a result, membership is a remarkable accomplishment, both for the student who 
achieves it and the faculty and staff whose support and guidance has led to this milestone.  

Carrie B. Douglass President, Phi Beta Kappa Beta Chapter of Virginia  
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MAY 2018 GRADUATING MAJORS 

 

BA in Slavic Languages and Literatures 

Abigail Black 

Alexander Johnson 

Christina Beggarly 

Sarah Bouchie 

 

BA in Russian and East European Studies 

Alexander Caperton 

Carter Green 

Dominika Borek 

Khongorzul Khosbayar 

Nika Lomidze 

 

PhD in Slavic Languages and Literatures 

Reed Johnson 

[Victoria Basham earned her PhD degree in 2017. She received the diploma at the 2018 ceremony.] 

 

CONGRATULATIONS ALL!!! 

 

Graduation 2018 
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                     Nika Lomidze                                                        Khongorzul Khosbayar receives her diploma 

 

 

                     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation 2018 in Pictures 

Dr. Viktoria Basham and Professor Edith Clowes 

 

Natalie Shea and Kate Motsko 
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Panel #1: (8:30 - 9:45) Historical 
Journeys 
Christopher Halstead: ά²ƛŎƘƳŀƴƴ ǘƘŜ 
Younger and the Limits of Saxon Power 
in the 10th-/ŜƴǘǳǊȅ .ŀƭǘƛŎέ 
bŜƭƭ .ƻǊȅǎΥ ά[ŜƎŜƴŘȅ tƻƭǎƪƛŜΥ ! 
Revitalized Journey of Culture Essay of 
!ƭƭŜƎǊƻΩǎ tƻǇǳƭŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Polish 
Legends and their Intersection with 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘ 5ŀȅ [ƛŦŜέ 
Reese FulgenziΥ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ hǊŘƻǾƛŎƛŀƴ ¢ǊƛƭƻōƛǘŜǎέ           
Moderator: Sasha Shapiro 
Discussant: Sharisa Aidukaitis  

Panel #2: (9:50 - 11:05) Writing and 

Rewriting Maps of Identity 

Stephanie Diane Tsakeu Mazan: 

ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ DŀȊŜǎΥ ¢ƘŜ LǊƻny of 

Self-LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅέ                                     

Valeria Provotorova: "The Journey of 

ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘƛƴƎŀƭŜέΥ CŜƳŀƭŜ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ 

Poetry                                                   

Maria ChavezΥ άwŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ǳǘȅ 

and Femininity in Battle for Sevastopolέ 

Moderator: Jason Schultz 

Discussant: Alex Maxwell  

Panel #3: (12:30 -1:45) Many Ways of 

Straying 

Alex Bernosky: ά²ŀȅǎ ƻŦ wŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

[ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘέ 

Jason SchultzΥ άaƛǊǊƻǊǎκǘƘŜ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ 

²ƛǘƘƛƴΥ bŀōƻƪƻǾΩǎ The Gift ŀƴŘ .ǊƛǳǎƻǾΩǎ 

¢ƘŜ aƛǊǊƻǊέ                                            

Abigail HohnΥ ά The Revolution from a 

Distance: Nikolai Oleinikov as an Author 

ŀƴŘ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜέ 

Moderator: Alex Misbach 

Discussant: Sarah McEleney  

Panel #4: (2:00:-3:30) Pushpins: Mapping 

of Movement 

Tierre SanfordΥ άwŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ aƻǘion: 

Mapping Movements In and Out of the 

Minsk Ghetto, 1941-мфпоέ 

Sarah McEleneyΥ άмфслǎ ²ǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 

YƻƪǘŜōŜƭΩΣ /ǊƛƳŜŀΥ ¢ƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ±ƻƭƻǎƘƛƴΩǎ 

Home in Post-{ǘŀƭƛƴ {ƻǾƛŜǘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜέ 

Reed JohnsonΥ άWƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ [ŜƴƛƴƎǊŀŘ ǘƻ 

St. Petersburg: Geographic and Temporal 

Doublings in Elena Chizhova's "The 

Sinologist" 

Moderator: Alex Misbach 

Discussant: Abby Hohn  

Panel #5: (3:45 - 5:30) Carried on 

Currents of Myth and Faith 

Barbara Blythe: "Religious Travel in 

ǘƘŜ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ bƻǾŜƭǎέ 

Sharisa AidukaitisΥ ά! tƻŜǘ ƻŦ Three 

Traditions: Images of the Prophet 

from Classicism, the Bible, and the 

YƻǊŀƴέ                                        

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŜ DƻƴǘŎƘŀǊΥ άDƻƎƻƭΩǎ [ƻƎƛŎΥ 

Dead Souls as a Cultural Geography of 

ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜέ 

Jacob WirtΥ άCƻƭƪ bŀǊǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

[ŜǎƪƻǾέ 

Moderator: Alex Bernosky               

Discussant: Valeria Provotorova 

  

Keynote Address: (5:40-6:40) 

George Gasyna: άThe Crossroads of 

Exile (Gombrowicz, Conrad, Stasiuk)έ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Events ς Slavic Forum 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ƭŀǾƛŎ CƻǊǳƳ ά/ǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀƭǎΥ 

WƻǳǊƴŜȅǎΣ ²ŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭέ 

The University of Virginia Society of Slavic Graduate Students sponsored an 

interdisciplinary forum devoted to expeditions, wanderings, travels to distant 

places, and to return journeys back home. 

Our journeys (real, virtual, and imaginary) inevitably lead to crossroads. In a world 

that is rapidly shifting technologically, culturally, and politically, our understand of 

home and the world outside is also shifting and expanding, calling for 

reassessments of our previously accepted notions. 

Forum organized by the Society of Slavic Graduate Students, the Department of 

Slavic Languages and Literatures, the Department of Germanic Languages and 

Literatures, the Department of French, the Department of English, the Department 

of Middle Eastern and South Asian Languages and Cultures, the American Studies 

Program, the Department of Religious Studies, Global Studies, European Studies, 

and The Program in Medieval Studies at the University of Virginia. 

 

http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://www.german.virginia.edu/
http://www.german.virginia.edu/
http://french.as.virginia.edu/
http://www.engl.virginia.edu/
https://mesalc.virginia.edu/
https://mesalc.virginia.edu/
http://americanstudies.as.virginia.edu/
http://americanstudies.as.virginia.edu/
http://religiousstudies.as.virginia.edu/
http://globalstudies.virginia.edu/
http://europeanstudies.as.virginia.edu/
https://pages.shanti.virginia.edu/medievalstudies/
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POLISH LECTURE SERIES 
 

 

This series of public lectures and events is organized by the Center for 

Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies (CREEES) and UVa, and is 

made possible by the generosity of Lady Blanka Rosenstiel and the 

American Institute of Polish Culture. 

The speakers have, thus far, included, among others, former U.S. 

Amabassadors to Poland, Nicholas Rey and John Davis; former Polish 

!ƳŀōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ tǊȊŜƳȅǎƱŀǿ DǊǳŘȊƛƵski; eminent scholars, such 

ŀǎ tƛƻǘǊ ²ŀƴŘȅŎȊΣ ½ŘȊƛǎƱŀǿ YǊŀǎƴƻŘťbski, Bogdana and John Carpenter, 

Ewa Thompson, John Micgiel, Timothy Snyder, Marci Shore, Clare 

Cavanagh, Beth Holmgren, Andrzej Nowak; writers, such as Adam 

Zagajewski, Krysztof Koehler, Piotr Sommer, Andrzej Stasiuk. 

In 2018, we hosted the following lectures: 
T 

 

ά.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴ-
{ǘŀǘŜΥ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 

Borderlands and the Interwar 
²ƻǊƭŘέ 

Kathryn Ciancia, Assistant 
Professor of History, University of 

Wisconsin-Madison 

Thursday, February 8, 5:00 p.m. ς 
6:30 p.m., NAU 211 

Organized and co-sponsored by 
CREEES, the Corcoran Department 
of History, and the Department of 
Slavic Languages and Literatures 

 

 

άΩ¢ƘŜ {ƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀƪŜƴΩΥ 

Poland, Ukraine, and the 

aŜǘŀǇƘȅǎƛŎǎ ƻŦ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ 

Marci Shore, Associate Professor 

of History, Yale University 

Wednesday, February 21, 5:00 p.m. 

ς 6:30 p.m., MONROE 124 

Organized and co-sponsored by 

CREEES, the Corcoran Department 

of History, and the Department of 

Slavic Languages and Literatures 

 

 

 ά! /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŜƘƛƴŘ .ŀǊǎΥ 

tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ tƻƭƛǎƘ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎέ 

Padraic Kenney, Professor of 

History, Indiana University 

Thursday, April 5, 5:00 p.m. ς 6:30 

p.m., NAU 211 

Organized and co-sponsored by 

CREEES, the Corcoran Department 

of History, and the Department of 

Slavic Languages and Literatures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events ς Polish Lecture Series 

http://history.as.virginia.edu/
http://history.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://history.as.virginia.edu/
http://history.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://history.as.virginia.edu/
http://history.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/



















































