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Greetings from Charlottesville! Life has been busy as always in the smallest
Graduation 2018 7 granting department in Arts and Sciences.

Anna Borovskay&llis is in her second year replacing Lilia Travisano as head
Events 21 language program. Anna has taken ovéy;, 8-, and 3'-year Russian (the last ¢
conversation course). Anna is a blur of energy and often has students waitir
her door for a turn to meet with her at office hours. For those of you who kn¢

Undergraduate Newd8 and appreciated Lilia and her uncommon generosity wWitle, Anna (who
sometimes has Lilia over to her office for tea) is to our great good fortune cu
Graduate News 82 the same cloth.

The biggest news is that Stan Stepanier weltknown Dracula teacher, has bee
33 hired to a new lectureship. The position comes with the possibility of
permanence. (It's not called tenure because Stan is not expected to publish
scholarly work, just teach.) Stan is immensely gifted in appgéd undergrads.
Alumni News 38 As an advisor of undergrads this past semester, | had several students with
connection to Slavic mention they'd heard of his stellar reputation and were «
to take his class. In a recent semester Dracula, offered in 3 diffezetibss of
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75, was 100% full for a combined enrollment of 225, w
743 students on the three waiting lists, which could
conceivably be the highest numbers in thistory of
American Slavic studies going back to the E89Bor the
near future we envision Stan teaching Dracula in one
section, Russian and East European film (this semest
section is full at 50 with a waiting list), firgear Polish,
and Russian f&lore courses.

If you've been out of touch with UVa broadly, the
University has a new President, James Ryan. In addi
lan Baucom, the Dean of Arts and Sciences, has sign
for a second Hear term.

On a personal front, this past year | taughgraduate
seminar on Tolstoy¥/ar and Peace the fall and was o
leave in the spring working on my Tolstoy projecine
book on his fiction before his crisis and another on the
fiction after, the latter of which is my main focus at the
moment. | gag papers at both the AATSEEL Conferel
in Washington ("Tolstoy's Orphans") and the ASEEES
Convention in Boston ("Tolstoy's Three Ethical Systen
A personal highlight was skiing in the Swiss Alps,
something I've dreamt of doing for many years. | sper
few days at Zermatt on the Italian border and a few m
in the Jungfrau region at Mrren. In March I'll be visiti
former students Mark Purves (PhD 2007) and Katya
Jordan (PhD 2014), now faculty in the excellent Russi
program at Brigham Young tovgia talk and if I'm lucky
get in a little skiing on the side.

An important longterm goal for the department is to
establish a fund to offer small scholarship that will hel
undergrads pay for study abroad in Slavic countries. -
goal is to encouragmore of them to do so. UVa
traditionally has lower rates of study abroad than man
other elite universities, and that's a trend we'd like to
break. The fund was started 3 years ago by generous
donations from Ryan Briggs (BA, Commerce and Slav
Languagse and Literatures, 2013) and is approaching,
is not at, the point at which we can start to offer
scholarships.
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Atop the Schilthorn (familiar from the 1967 James Bond film
Her Majesty's Secret Service) with the Jungfrau about 6 mi
away in the lackground.

We welcome other contributions to an incredibly good
cause. | myself studied at the Pushkin Institute in
Moscow for a semester as an undergrad (1982) and a\
as a grad student (198%), and found the experience eye
opening and transformate beyond any reasonable
expectation, in ways more important than just its
contributions to the career | selected. | learned more tt
semester | was in Moscogot just about Russian, but
about life, about human cultures and myselthan any
other semeter of college. We know from many years o
experience that when our studentsvetaken the plunge
in the past, they almost always have returned delighted
and often eager to get back as quickly as possible. Ify
would like to help us, contributions cdre made online.
Click Make a Gift in the lower right cornerafr
homepagg then please be sure to specify Slavic
Languages and Literatures on the second screen.

Best wishes to all for a great 2019!

David Herman

Chair of Slavic Languages and Litaes


http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/

Faculty Interview
SLL@UVA

Books Behind Bars

Interview with Dr. Andrew Kaufman

Dr. Andrew Kaufmar{Ph.D Stanford University) is a Lecturer at t
Slavic Department and the author of two books on Leo Tolstoy,
Understanding TolstofOhio University Press, 2011, paperback
2011) andGive War and Peace a Chance: Tolstoyan Wisdom fc
Troubled TimegSimon& Schustr, 2014, paperback 2015). He is
nationally recognized for his educational outreach progiBooks
Behind Barsin which UVA students lead weekly discussions on
Russian literature with inmates at a Virginia maxims@curity
juvenile correctional ceer. Ardrew Kaufman has been teaching
works by Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, Chekhov and other R
writers to young inmates for nine years. His program has been
widely featured on national and international media, includirtge
Washington Postate Couri¢ NPRChronicle of Higher Educatiot
Megyn Kelly Today, Russian national TV, etc. A fedémgth
documentary about Dr. Kaufman's initiativeeats at the TabJdad
its world premiere at the Global Peace Film Festival in Orlando
(September 2018Recenty, the film was featured at the 2018
Virginia Film Festival.
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5F NAdzal ¢2001@1Y
anyone taking college students to a
juvenile prison to discuss Russian
literature with inmates. How did you
come up with this idea?

Andrew Kaufman:It wasan idea that
came out of the intersection of my
longtime interest in educational
outreach and teaching innovation. | wi
looking for exciting new ways to teach
literature to my UVa students that
would make the literature much more
immediately releant tothem. In 2009 |
happened to be invited to do a
workshop in an adult prison about

¢ 2 f & The Re@th of lvan llyichnd it
was a powerful teaching experienceo
much so that | came away with a frest
dzy RSNR Gl YRAY3 27F
the mary timesL QR (I dzZa K {
o2dzi Al ¢KI GQa
off: What would happen if | created a
Ofraa Fd !+ 6KSN
students into a similarly unfamiliar
environment and invite them to have
conversations about Russian literagur
with people with whom they might
never otherwise interact with? Might
they, too, come away with a radically
new understanding of the works we
read? Books Behind Bars was origina
an experiment meant to test out this
hypothesis.

What did you want to ackeve orprove
by pursuing this experiment?

Honestly, initially my main focus was
the UVa students, on creating a uniqu
relevant classroom experience where
they could have authentic conversatio
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about the literature with people very differer
fromthem. lwai K2 LIAYy3 GKSe@
with a deeper, more embodied understandi
of the literature as opposed to a purely
abstract, or academic understanding. At the
same time | believed that this experience
would be of value for the residents at the
correctional cenS NE (G223 0 dzi
exactly in what ways. It would take several
years before | understood the depth of the
impact this experience would have on both
groups.

How did the first confrontation with the
reality of the juvenile correctional center
challenge or confirm your original
expectations

When | started getting UVa student feedbac
during and after that first iteration of the
course in 2010, | knew there was somethin
very special going on here. The feedback a
course evaluations hadassiona depth, anc
ALISOATAOAGE LQR yS@.
other classes. At the same time, | knew the
residents at the correctional center were
enjoying their interaction with the students
and getting some things out of the program
but at thatpoint, A GAf f RARY QI
what.

What literary works are you choosing to
teach in your program and why?

2S NBIFIR Ylye 2F GKS
expect to find in an introduction to nineteen
and twentieth century Russian literature
class PushkinTolstoy Dostoevsky, Pavlove
Chekhov, Solzhenitsyn, Akhmatova. The m
RAFFSNBYOS Aa GKI G
only the short stories and poems, because
reading level of residents and other
constraints at the correctional center make

4
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Dr. Kaufman with his UVA studentstbe way to the juvenile
correctional centerRosalia Films

unreasonabe to expect residents will read more than-30 pages a
week. The unexpected benefit of this approach is that it has taug
everyone, UVa students and residents alike, how incredibly rich
work is and how deeply you can penetrate an entire warfl hurman
experience on the basis on a few short pages, or even sentence

Which author and work has made the greatest impression amor
inmates?

It differs from table to table (UVa students and residents meet in
small groups at eight different tables) duyear b year. But | can sa
GKFG ¢2fadzeQa al2g¢g adzOK [ |yl
universally beloved and understood, while residents are initially
off by hisDeath of Ivan Ilyichyet have profound discussions abou
LQO@S ¥ 2 dayyReratuye clhséet thak the stronger the
emotional reaction a student has to a work, positive or negative,
richer the discussion about it will be. A few years ago | started a
Soviet prison camp literature (Varlam Shalamov), and those stol
while enotionally taxing, have stimulated exceptionally rich and
specific conversation about what it means to be incarcerated.

What are the most interesting differences between the college
students'reactions to the lterary works, as opposed to the
AYYLFGSaQ NBIOGAzZ2yaKk

The UVa students tend to come in with a more sophisticated
language to talk about the literature but far less life experience.
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two groups can learn a great deal from one another
this respect. UVa students will hear fascinating
interpretations2 ¥ @ NA 2dza 62 NJ &
to hear among their UVa peers. For example, the
NEaARSyGa az2vySdiayvySa NBI
to be tough, austere, unbending in a harsh world. In
20KSNJ 62NRas (GKSe& alieraR,
rather than figuratively, as a message of creative
FTNBESR2Y 2NJ AYRAQGARdZ f Aa
G¢KS h@SNO2IGZ¢ Ylye | #
work as a call to social justice on behalf of the forsal
men and women among us. Not thesidents: Thy
often have little sympathy for Akaky, who, they say,
OFryQi KIOl Al Ay GKS 2dz
first UVa students are offended by this interpretatior
but when they dig into it, they realize that the reside!
are simply expssing the rality of their lives in the
facility and on the streets. It forces UVa students to
recognize that their humane, socially progressive
reading of the story might have something to do witf
the own rather sheltered lives.

LOR alé&sx FTANRGO YR F2NB
sit down with college students each week and have
authentic conversations about the sorts of big life

j dzZSaG A2y a &2 dzy JtalkischedioBer
about, or at least in any kind of sustained and
YSFEYAYy3TFdzd sFed aC2N |y
fA1S || KdzYlty o0SAy3azé Yl
students describe how the conversations they have
with the residents are oftenekeper and moe
meaningful than the ones they have with their own
friends. Residents also value the chance to try
something radically different and a bit risky. They st:
to wonder what other risks they might take, what ot
subjects they might study, tia i K S &conkidefed
before. And, the messages of Russian literature (ab
morality, human dignity, freedom, community, social
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justice,etc.) resonate powerfully with them. These are
messages people have been telling them for years, bt
would go inone ear and at the other. By exploring thes
messages in the form of a story, and talking about the
with their peers outside their institution, the messages
they say, seem to stick.

They learn practical leadership skills: how to plan a
meeting and facilitate a discussion, how to build
successful relationships with people from diverse
backgroundshow to think on their feet, stay flexible an
nimble as facilitators while still havingsructure in
place. On a deeper level they learn what it means to t
listen to another human being without judgement, how
to see the fullblooded humanity in othes and in
themselves. They learn the many layers and dimensic
of literature thatthey hey Qi aSSy o0S¥F2
about books in a familiar environment and with familia
people. Many of them learn that they want a different
kind of career than the onthey thought they wanted
before entering this class: a career with heart and sou
career with a service component, a career with meani
YR GKSe fSIFENYy ¢KFGdQa OGN
power of education to change paradigms and transfor
lives, including their own.

Three surprises: First, the staying power of this progre
It seems to stay relevant and fresh year and after yea
despite the many changes in vacademic and cultural
climate. The second surprise is the depth of lasting
transformation this experience has had on many UVa
students and residents. Many UVa students have cha
their career plans entirely as a result of taking this cla:



Faculty Interview
SLL@UVA

Many residats who never had amterestin attending
college were so inspired by their experiendenmrking with
the UVa students that they were motivated to apply to,
enroll in, and successfully complete college. The third
surprise is how much | myself have beéawrged by the
SELISNASYOS 2F GSIHOKAYy3 GKA
teacher, reader, ath person. When | watch the students anc
residents taking the risk, week after week, of breaking dow
barriers, sharing their most intimate human stories about
love andloss, that has inspired me to be better at breaking
down barriers in my own life, of takg the risk of being
vulnerable.
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Link to a recent article T olstoy

Behind Bars: Why UVA Students are
Reading Russian Literature in Prison”.
by Susan Svrluga ithe Washington
Post

Link to theToday Shoveature on
Books BehindBaré:a SS i (1 KS
professor who is briging college
students and incarcerated youth
023SGKSNI Ay Ofl aa

[ Ayl G2 ! yRTEDgtalky
G¢KS LYYIiSs GKS

Dr. Kaufman on the Katie Couric Shmith Katie Couric and former Beaumont Juvenile Correctional Center resic
Douglas Avila


https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/tolstoy-behind-bars-why-u-va-students-are-reading-russian-literature-in-a-prison/2018/07/05/882dad60-5e8f-11e8-a4a4-c070ef53f315_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.7cf8b2d53f79
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.today.com/video/meet-the-college-professor-who-is-bringing-college-students-incarcerated-youth-together-in-class-1230035523568?v=railb&
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LybrErhVg44
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New Bachelors of Arts with the Slavic faculty

LcR Upperow: Dr. Stan Steparic t NET® 5F GAR | SNXYIFyYy>X t NEFD al N
Clowes, Prof. Katia Dianina

Middle row: Alexander Caperton, Carter Green, Dominika Borek, Nika Lomidze, Alexander Johnson,
Shea, Rebekah Leary, Sarah Bouchie, Royce Liadengr

Front row: Kate Motsko, Christina Beggarly, Cameron Tarry, Khongorzul Khosbayar
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New PhDs with Slavic faculty

t NETP 5F NARdzal ¢2001 @12 tNRTFTP al NI R&d JohgoR aridr.NX
Viktoria Basham (receiving their PhD diplomasgyof. Edith Clowes, Prof. David Herman
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Awards for Outstanding Completion of Undergraduate Studies

The 2018ertzoff Prizevas awarded to Jordan Bernstein, and Cameron Tarry wohigmemond
Award. Congratulations!

Our graduatingnajors, Jordan Bernstein, Katherine Motsko, Natalie Shea and Cameron Tarry w
elected to the Beta Chapter of thehi Beta KappaCongratulations!

As the oldest and most distinguished honor society in the country, Phi Beta Kappa offers memkt
to lessthan one percent of all undergraduates. Many of the leading figures in American history &
culture have begun their careers with election to theisty, including seventeen presidents of the
United States. As a result, membership is a remarkable acstmmant, both for the student who
achieves it and the faculty and staff whose support and guidance has led to this milestone.

Carrie B. Douglass Rident, Phi Beta Kappa Beta Chapter of Virginia

Sharisa Aidukaitiseceived sSummer Research Grant in Arts, Humanities and Social Scidoces
research in Ukraine.

Sasha Bernoskseceived a summer grant to study Ukrainian language and culturaatard Ukrainian
Research Institute.

Abigail Hohnwas inducted into the UVRaven SocietyShe also won aAicademic Fellowship in Russia
from American Councils for International Educatidor 201819 research in Russian libraries and
archives.

Alex Maxwell and Sarah McElensyon Presidential Fellowships in Data Scien@igital Himanities).

Sarah McEleneglsowon{ OK2f | NEQ [l 6 5A3IA0GF f | dorSuyirther 20885nc
5SFyQa S5A3aaSNUFGA29r201B2019t SGA2y CStff26aKALI

Tierre Sanfordeceived aRachel Winer Manin Graduate Fellows Award of Jewish Stu(h@smrded by
University of Virginia Jewish Studies Progran@raduate Student Research Graf@warded by UVA
Certer for Global Inquiry and Innovation),Bauckner W. Clay Endowment for the Humanities Summer
Research Grant for Doctoral Studen@warded by WA Institute of Humanities and Global Cultures), ¢
gStt a Fy LYGSNYyFGA2ylf EgDatuinénss inth® Soliel Sphefesbmth
Holocaust: Revealing Personal Voiceso | 6 NRSR o0& az2aKS aANAf Il AK¢
Holoaust in the Soviet Union at Yad Vashem and the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for
Advanced Holocaust Stig$ at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum).
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MAY 2018 GRADUATING MAJORS

BA in Slavic Lanquages and Literatures

Abigal Black
Alexander Johnson
Christina Beggarly

Sarah Bouchie

BA in Russian and East Europediudies

Alexander Caperton
Carter Green
Dominika Borek
Khongorzul Khosbayar

Nika Lomidze

PhD in Slavic Languages and Literatures

Reed Johnson
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[Victoria Basham eaed her PhD degree in 2017. She received the diploma at the 2018 ceremony

CONGRATULATIONS ALL!!

10
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Nika Lomidze Khongorzul Khosbayar reqames her di

Dr. ViktoriaBasham and Professor Edith Clow:

Natalie Shea and Kate Motsk
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University of Virginia Slavic Forum
Crossroads and Terminals:
avel £

' VYAOSNBRAGE 2F
W2 dzN}y Se as

+ ANBAYALF {f ¢f
2 yYRSNAYy3IaxX

The University of Virginia Society of Slavic Graduate Students sporsored
interdisciplinary forum devoted to expeditions, wanderings, travels to distant
places, and to return journeys back home.

ions, wanderings, travels to distant
o return journeys back home.

Our journeys (real, virtual, and imaginary) inevitably lead to crossroads. In a w:
that is rapidly shifting technologically, cutélly, and politically, our understand of

home and the world outside is also shifting and expanding, calling for
reassessments of our previously accepted notions.

Forum organized by the Society of Slavic Graduate StudentBgpartment of
Slavic Languages and Literatyriee Department of Germanic Languages and
Literatures the Department of Frenchthe Department of Englisithe Department
of Middle Eastern ah South Asian Languages and Cultuties American Studies
Program the Department of Religious StudigSlobal Stdies European Studies
andThe Program in MedieV&tudies at théJniversity of Virginia.

Panel #1: (8:309:45)Historical
Journeys

Christopher Halsteadt 2 A OK Y I y
Younger and the Limits of Saxon Pov
inthe 10th/ Sy G dzNB . I £ @
bStf .2NBAaAY a[ S3¢
Revitalized Journey of Culture Essay
lff SANR QA t Rolistz | 1
Legends and their Intersection with

t NBaSyid 51 & [AFSE
Reese Fulger¢i a ¢ KS / 2 Y)
2T wdzaaAly hNR2@)
Moderator: Sasha Shapiro
Discussant: Sharisa Aidukaitis

Panel #2: (9:5011:05)Writing and
Rewriting Map®f Identity

Stephanie Diane Tsakeu Mazan

G/ 2YYdzyAGASE Inydt
SelfL RSy GAGeé

Valeria Provotorovda'The Journey of
0KS bAIKAGAY AT SeD
Poetry

Maria Chave¥ dwSLINBASY
and Femininity in Battle for Sevastop
Moderator: Jason Schultz
Discussant: Alex Maxwell

12

Panel #3: (12:3aL:45) Many Ways of
Straying

AlexBernoskya 2 8 a4 2F wSHt
[ AGSNY GdzNB 2F 5A4aLJ
Jason Schulz & a A NN NB& k (i K
2 AGKAYY The Gt YR QAR
¢KS aAiNNENE

Abigail Hohy The Revolution from a
Distance: Nikolai Oleinikov as an Aot
FYR 9RAG2NI 2F [/ KAf
Moderator: Alex Misbach

Discussant: Sarah McEleney

Panel #4: (2:083:30)Pushpins: Mapping
of Movement

Tierre Sanfortd G wS a A & iph:y O
Mapping Movements In and Out of the
Minsk Ghetto, 1944m con o €

Sarah MclEneyY amdpcna 2 NRA
Y210GS0St Qs / NAYSIY
HomeinPos{ G t Ay {2 @ASi
Reed Johnson & W2 dzZNyy S& T
St. Petersburg: Geographic anehiporal
Doublings in Elena Chizhova's "The
Sinologist"

Moderator: Alex Mishch

Discussant: Abby Hohn

| Religious Studies, Globa! Studies, ¥

4 .—3’ 7"_-“'}.‘ i e 1 | 5
Panels on Saturday, March 31
8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

chfersonis_éholars Building at 112 Clarke Court

Forum organized by the Society of Slayic Oraduate Students

Sponsored by CREEES, the Dep of Slavic L and [
German, Fronch, English, Middle East and Sourtheass, American Studics,
Studies, and Medieval Studies.

Panel #5: (3:455:30)Carried on
Currents of Myth and Faith

Barbara Blythe'Religious Travel in
GKS ' yOASYyl b2@SiH
Sharisa Aidukaitis ¢! Thgeé& U
Traditions: Images of the Prophet
from Classicism, the Bible, and the
Y2NI yE

! f SEFYRNB D2yl OKI
Dead Souls as a Cultural Geography
0KS wdzaaAiAly 9YLII
Jacobwiy aC2f 1 bl NN
[ Sal20¢

Moderator: Alex Bernosky
Discussant: Valeria Provotorova

Keynote Addres{5:406:40)
George GasyndThe Crossroads of
Exile (Gombrowicz, Conrad, Stasiuk)



http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://slavic.as.virginia.edu/
http://www.german.virginia.edu/
http://www.german.virginia.edu/
http://french.as.virginia.edu/
http://www.engl.virginia.edu/
https://mesalc.virginia.edu/
https://mesalc.virginia.edu/
http://americanstudies.as.virginia.edu/
http://americanstudies.as.virginia.edu/
http://religiousstudies.as.virginia.edu/
http://globalstudies.virginia.edu/
http://europeanstudies.as.virginia.edu/
https://pages.shanti.virginia.edu/medievalstudies/
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POLISH LECTURE SERIES

B POLISH ILUPE SERIES

j ;twen Empire a , =-;Pu" This series of public lectures and events is organized by theifen
Kathryoicin : ntProfessor of History, Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies (CREEES), andidVa
made possible by the generosity of Lady Blanka Rosenstiel and the

American Institute of Polish Culture.

The speakers haviyus far, included, among others, former U.S.

Amabassadors to Pand, Nicholas Rey and John Davis; former Polish
Yl ol &daalr R2NJ G2 1 KS Zski;ehidentscNdlas,Yseéch
&4 tA23GNJ 2| yRe& Qbsk, BogRadnadaaidybha Caypedted,

onal Comra

inthe Twentieth Century" Bwa Thompson, John Micgiel, Timothy Snyder, Marci Shore, Clare
Cawanagh, Beth Holmgren, Andrzej Nowak; writers, such as Adam
Zagajewski, Krysztof Koehler, Piotr Sommer, Andrzej Stasiuk.

Padraic K

In 2018, we hosted the following lectures:

G. SG6SSY 9YLANE GaQ¢KS {2t ARFNRGE a! [/ 2YYdzyArale .S
2

{aLGSY t2fl yRQ Poland, Ukrane, and the t NAa2ySNAR Ay t
Borderlands and the Interwar & Gl 33103
2 2 Nf Ré¢ astllkearoa £7 Padraic Kenney, Professor of
Marci Shore, Associate Professor History, Indiana University

Kathryn Ciancia, Assistant
Professor of History, University of Thursday, Aptis, 5:00 p.m¢ 6:30

WisconsinrMadison Wednesday, February 21, 5:00 p.m. p.m., NAU 211

Thursday, February 8, 5:00 p.q. ¢ 6:30 p.m., MONROE 124
6:30 p.m., NAU 211

of History, Yale University

Organized and eceponsored by
Organized and cepmsored by CREEES, tl@orcoran Department
Organized ando-sponsored by CREEES, ti@orcoran Department  of History and theDepartment of
CREEES, ti@rcoran Department ¢ pistory and theDepartment of Slavic Aanguages and Literatures

of History, and theDepartment of . .
. : Slavic Languages and Literatures
Slavic Languages and Literatures
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http://history.as.virginia.edu/
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Andrew L. Travers

Director, Naval Criminal Inve

The Naval Criminal Investigative Service and National Security: S

A Global Perspective

Tuesday, March 27
6:00pm
Mcleod Hall Auditorium

"The Naval Criminal Investigative
Service and National Securitya
Dt 26Ff t SNALIS(

Andrew L. Traves, Director of the
Naval Criminalnvestigative
Service (NCIS)

Tuegday,March 27 6:00 p.m.g
6:30 p.m.McLeod Hall Auditorium

Organized and ceponsored by
CREEES and tbepartment of
Slavic Languages and Literatures

o I I
Living by 'the code

A talk by Dr. Svetlana Stephenson, Reader of Sociology at
the London Metropolitan University and author of Gangs of
Russia: From the Streets to the Corridors of Power (Cornell
University Press, 2015)

Eventxxt CREEES
Fall 2018, Volume 7

TheCenterfor Russian, East European, and Eurasia
Studies

The Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies
the University of Virginia serves as a resource for research an
scholarship in the field of Russian, East European, and Eurasi
Studes. Tle center supports teaching, research, curriculum
development, community outreach programs and universitge
activities. In these efforts the Center cooperates with other
educational institutions in Virginia and the Southeast.

< /  Friday,

Sept. 21

(
N

FROM \'HE gi:ruz‘
GANGS o
RUSSIA Monroe

SVETLANA STEPHENSON ~ H 5[l 116

Light refreshments will be served

dLiving by the Code: Gasgf
Russid
Dr. Svetlana Stephenson, Reader

of Sociology at London
Metropolitan University

Friday September 213:30 p.m.¢
5:000 p.m.,Monroe 116

Organized and ceponsored by
CREEESd theDepatment of
Slavic Languages and Literatures

Co-sponsored by CREEES and the Department of Slavic Languages
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UVA Klezmer Ensemble Concert under the direction of Joel Rubin, with speaat laul Brody
(Berlin)

Thursday, April 19, 8:00 p.m., OLD CABELL HALL

Directed by Joel Rubin, the UVA Klezmer Ensefablieses on the music of tHdezmorim, the Jewish professional
instrumentalists of eastern Europe, as well as related Jewish and BdstrEuropean traditions from the 18th
century to the present, including Yiddish song.

The performance featured Paul Brody, an American trumpetenpmser, sound installation artist, and writer base
in Berlin, Germany. Brody leads his klezsiagz bandSadawiand performs with a number of other groups. He ha
collaborated with artists as diverse as John Zorn, Kent Nagano, Shirley Bassey, RémeB{déamnatics, and Barry
White.

W2 Ky %2NYy KlFa gNAGGSYY Gt dzZ . NRR& | NAJ ¥V IABBY B NRS&
together some of the best players from both the U.S. and Germany to create a new Jewish supergroup. The
combines exciting arrangements, catchy tunes, and compelling solos into another classic of the new Jewish
wSylAadalyOSX . NBR& Aa F2NHAYy3 | ySg WSgAakK 211
Now ending its twdth year, the UVA Klezmer Ensemble has become gpatabf the musical community of
Central and Northern Virginia, performing each semester in Old Cabell Hadllaswat conferences and festivals
throughout the region. The ensemble is currently made up of undergraduates, grad students, and other maim
the greater Central Virginia community. The group is committed to ethnic, racial, cultural and religiensstyliv
Current and recent members have backgrounds from the US, Russia, Ukraine, Israel, Lebanon, Armenia, Ira
Bangladesh, and India, withligious backgrounds ranging from Jewish to Christian, HiMds|im, and Buddhist.

In 2016, Joel Rubin was a
featured performer and teacher
at the Jewish Culture Festival in
Cracow, Poland, and at Yiddish
Summer Weimar, and toured
with the Berkeleybased tio,
Veretski Pass to Germany and
Austria. The group will be
recording its second
collaborative CD in August, 2.
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From 28 Novenber to 1 December 20BE TERBOWDEN freelance acquisitions editoat Routledge
Booksand Boydell and Brewer Publishersisited the University of Virginia on Proésor Edith
Clowes' invitation. He gave a lecture arareers in publishing and conducted a workshop on
converting Ph.D. dissertations into books

PETER SOWDEN WRITES TO US:

| was extremely hospitably hosted, by Edittowes by Ed Barnaby, Assistant DdanGraduate
Studiesand by Dariusz Tayk of theSlavic Languages and Literatures Departmémtas housed in
the magnificent Colonnade Club, and enjoyed very much expltagampus anharlottesville.

My publishing work involves acquiring boaksAsian studigsRussian and East European stugessly
Y2RSNY YR Y2RSNYy KAalG2NEO® w2dzif SR3IS KIa N
wSIA2yIlf LRSYGAGASAY ¢KS t26SNI 2F GKS t NP DA

The lecture on careers in publishing was atted by about 60 studeni@nd therewere 17 particignts
in the workshop orconverting dissertatiosinto books. Each of the participants wrote a book propos
andwe discussethem.Ly Y& @ASg (GKS &adl yRINR 27FdeS LI
involvement in the workshop impressive. | expdattmany of the participants will go on to publish
books¢ excellent books which will be well receiveéanjoyed my visit to the University of Virgira
well as thelecture and the workshop. For mewas a highlight, something out of the ordinarylodk
forward to my next visit!
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"Rhythm of Russian": Flipping the Russiaanguage Classroom Using Online Poetry Moduges
workshop led by Abby Hohn

Friday,April 6, 3:00 pmLanguage Lab

"Rhythm of Russian” is a webstteat brings together recordings of Russian poems and interactive text to help
students masterocabulary, listening, and stress in Russian.

Students and faculty learneabout the project and its applications in Russian language and poetry courses. Th
workshop consised of an introduction to the project and methods, an overview of using TEI Eredding
Initiative, a type of XML for literary scholars), and pedagogical applications of the site. Thevasepen to
anyone interested in language pedagogylanethodology, using technology as a learning tool, and developing
ways of engaging studés outside the classroom. Attendekadthe opportunity to explore the site using Languag
Lab desktops. Sample English poathswed all attendees to ést the application without any knowledge of
Russian.

SLAVIC COoLLOQUIUM
Fall 2018

Prof. David Herman

On Tolstoy
Thursday, November 8
4:30-5:45, Cabell 236

Prof. Mark Elson
Textbook Transitions:

The Importance of Instructor Knowledge
in Effective Pedagogy

Thursday, November 15
4:30-5:45, Cabell 232

17



SLL@UVA

Katherine Gasser: Returning to
Poland for Deeper Study of
Eastern Europe

Two University of Virginia students
study foreign languages and cultures
overseas as Boren Scholars.

Joshua Zabin of Ashburn and Genev.
a secondyear Chinee language and
literature and history distinguished
major, will study Persian Farsi at the
University of Dushanbe in Tajikistan
next spring and summer. Katherine
Gasser of Vienna, a firgear Russian
and East European studies major, wil
study for a yeaat the Jagiellonian
University of Krakow, Poland.

Boren Scholarships, an initiative of th
National Security Education Program
provide unique funding opportunities
for U.S. undergraduate students to
study lesscommonly taught language:
in world regions hat are critical to
U.S. interests, but underrepresented
in study abroad, including Africa, Asie
Central and Eastern Europe, Eurasia
Latin America and the Middle East.
The program provides up to $2m0
for a oneyear program and recipients
commit to oneyear of federal
government service.

Katherine Gasser became interested
Eastern Europe when an older sister
was studying Polish. In the summer ¢
2016, she and her sister spent six
weeks studing the language at the
Catholic University of Lublin.

G2 KAES L gla GKSDH
appreciate the culture and history
more than | initially imagined | would,
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and my studies became a serious
AyiSNBaiGz¢ aKS a
summer, | decided | would stydhe
languages, history and politics of th
region asmy main focus in college.
began to study Russian at UVA
because Russia, as a political and
cultural presence, has had a
significant impact on the rest of the
NEIA2Y YR (KS ¢

While Gasser is nget committing
herself, she said careers in the
military or in diplomacy are
possible.

GwSOSAGAY A (KAAZ
me to study abroad in Poland for a
Fdzf £ | OF RSYAO &8
GwSOSAGAY A (KAAZ
continue studying Polish @ more
advanced level. The scholarship
offers a profes®nal network to its
recipients and access to a variety o
Ol NBSNJ 2 LJLJ2 NI dzy A

Last year, Gasser took seceyear
Polish with Professor Dariusz
Tolczyk of théepartment of Slavic
Languages and Eeitatures.

G{KS A& I &BRST
motivated, had-working and
RSLISYRIFIofSz¢ ¢2¢C
also said Katherine Gasser isyer
well-suited for the career she is
considering in national security witr
a view bward American relations
with Poland and Eastern Europe.

Anna Borovskay&llis, an assistant
professor in the Department of
Slavic Languages and Literatures &
Gasser's instictor of Russian

Fall 2018, Volume 7

described her as an inquisitive
student with an acute mind and
phenomenal memory.

A graduate of the Oakcrest
School, Gasser is a member of tl
Burke Societya conservative
philosophical and debating
society, and the Slavic Student
Assoacation.

The Boren Scholarships were
created by former U.S. Sen. Dav
L Boren,formerly the president
of the University of Oklahoma.

Matt Kelly

Office of University
Communicéons

Source: UVA Today, May 8, 2018
[https://news.virginia.edu/content/
uvastudents-win-prestigious
scholarshipstudylanguageculture-
oversea$
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Kate Gasser writes from Poland where sheusrently
participating in a oneyear study abroad program at
Jagiellonian University ifkKrakow, focusing entirely on
Polish language, culture, and history:

My desire to continue to learn Polish propelled me to
pursue studyabroad. Immersion gives unpaleled
experience and practice with the language. | must ap
what | learn in class to eveday situations and
interactions. Additionally, | learn vocabulaagd

cultural practices that | might never encounter in a
class. | am fortunate to spend most of/rtime in the
oldest parts of Krakow my dorm is only a fifteen
minute walk away from the main market square in the
Old Town and my classroom windows open tawel
Castle. My history professor will often mention places
the city related to the class mateat. Occasionally, his
homework assignments are to go to these sites
something that is only possible here! Studying here
offers an invaluable opportunity t@arn the language
and to familiarize myself with the culture.

Every day | spend here, | find sochyoy and Kate Gasser in front of the Mariackhurch at
beauty. My professors are encouraging and Krakow's Old Market Square
enthusiastic, and my classmates are determined and
kind. The friends | have made and the strangers |
interact with are patient and generous. Besides the
wonderful people, the country offers beautiful big. |
spend most of my time in Krakéw, which offers endle
opportunity to explore its plethora of churches and
YdzaSdzyrad L KIF @S | f agtowdskt
DRI Za1X t21yFZX YR 21| N&a |
that even after nine months here, mygloration will | ;5 _ ig
not be complete and | will have to return to continue il EieaEee
My time here is beyond hat | ever could have
expected, and | know it will never cgato surprise me.

Kate's classroom windows in Krakow open to the Wa
Royal Castle.
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ThePolish Student Assmationis a new
student group on grounds, aimed at
providing fellowship and sharingpksh
culture with the UVA communityith
the twenty-three members it has
attracted over the Fall 2018 semester,
PSA is in the process of becoming an
official student orgaization at UVA. In
addition to growing membership, we
work to engage more students thilocal
Polish/Slavic cultural events. We have
shared Polish food, and had Wigilia
dishes for Thanksgiving potluck dinner.
We are also planning to host Polish filrr
Todate, we have had two general body
meetings to compile necessary materia
to apply fa official status, and have

gone on a group bonding hike. We are The first meeting of the Polish Student Association ip@®enber 2018.

gearing up for an exciting semester in _ o _ o
From left to rightMatt Pieri, Amelia Peck, Cristina Fronea, Kuba

inq!
the spring! Lipowski, Julia Harris, Smith Phillips, Krystyna Cios
Natalia Kulczycki, Kacper Olijewski, Owen Firnstahl. Currently, the
Krystyna Cios (echair) membership is 23 and growing

20



Undergaduate News
SLL@UVA Fall 2018, Volume 7

Halloween in Professor Edith Clowes's RUTR BdGitluction to Russian Culture and Civilizatic

L to R(back): John McHale, Haritha Nanduri, Katherine Martins, Lulu Zaitlerine, Bradberry,

L to R (front): Lan Anh Do, Andre Briere, Andrew DeSantis
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Congratulations to the Russian Language Team !
Tuesday, April 10, 2018

LAST LANGUAGE
STANDING

LANGUAGE TEAMS BATTLE
TO SEE WHO CAN KEEP THEIR .

LANG , + 10-4,APRIL10
UAGE IN USE LONGEST! ., THE LANGUAGE
TO PARTICIPATE, JUST SIGN - COMMONS

UP AND SHOW UP TO SPEAK -
IN YOUR TARGET LANGUAGE . FOODFORALL
FOR 15+ MINUTES. PARTICIPANTS

JOIN A TEAM A . PRIZES FOR
INYURL COM/UVALASTLANGUAGE & WINNING TEAMS

Congratulations to our Russian Language Team for winning the "Last Language Standir
competition. With Abby Hohn as team captain, we had a great turn out of over 90 Russia
speakers. This is a great Accomplishment and Congratulaaessto all the studets, faculty and
supporters who participated.
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RUSSIAN PLAY

For the final Russian Tea of the Fall 201¢
semester, our UVRussian students
performed four short plays. The plays
were based on Miail Zoshchenko's
Sovietera short stories: "The Galosh,"
"Pawning," "Family Happiness," and "The
Lampshade." From the woes of
bureaucratic red tape to the stereotypical
association®f long lines and empty
stores, each of the plays poked fun at a
different aspect of Soviet life. The plays
were a collaboration between the student
of the Intermediate Russian Conversatior
class and several Secolvear
Russiarstudents-Thomas BrennarHenry
Carscaddenlrent Chinnaswamyidan
Comerford,Liam DalyWill Dondoe, Ryan
Everhart,Sean Grovef)ylan Jonesyash
KalburgiJames KatL hris KesterJack
Lever,Clara McCool,.iam MurphyEmma
RossAllie Schleifer, antleyla
UrushanovaThey p&formed under the
direction of Tierre Sanford. Thanks to all -
their hard work, the Slavic Department pu
on one of its best plays to date.
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The Department of Slavic Language
and Literatures proud} hosted the
{ LINAY3I HAmMy a4al!y

Over the course of five weeks, the
participants diligently practicethe special
performanceby practicingRussian
pronunciation, memorization, ahacting
with Valeria ProvotorovaThis event
featured students from all Russian levels,
including graduate students.

@

i;' 5

s
\

Special thank you to Abby Hohn, Jason Schul
and KatherineMotsko for their contributions in
creating this performance.

Participants

Hostg Valeria Provotorovd &L t 2 3SR @& 2dz W2Ky aOllfS8SY a¢2Xdpé . @& |
Pushkin Lt YAYILGE FYyR xFU8y RSP
OpeningcWI &2y { OKdz GTY G¢KS t Alexander Blok

Pushkin JBAAOlI vdzZAaSYyoSNNEBY a! v
Victoria Herreratt |, Sa4%X AGQa asSiaat SR Marina Tsvetaeva

WEYS& 51 @gAay a! *AaAz2yé o Closingg{ + N} K Ddzl A1Y a{2YSsK
Anastasiy 2 RRIF NR I yR WIF O]l [ S@¢ fATSXeE o0& !yyl 1 1KYl G20
Tyutchev

CKNRAG2LIKSNI YSAaUGSNY dac¢KdzyF
C2NBOSNE o0& .2NRa tladsSNy
5efly wW2ySay a[AdGfS . ANR
' YRNB g 5S{ I yiA REquinbyNRrfa2 3 dz
Akhmaova

/' F YSNRY LEYNBEBSFENRABYS Wik &
Akhmatova

' f SEIFYRNI . SNy 2 a1 eitNatoleok S O
WEYSa YIGTY a{y26¢ o6& bAj
'ARFY [/ 2YSNF2NRY datHnhSdasewzhl.
5AFYylF wSyStdY ah yYevtushenkadeé O e 23 —
5S@2y tFNAR{KY daLy ¢g2 | St .
CK2YlI & . NBYYLIYY a! gk 1SYyAy NAUHALL 101
FaK YFfEodzZNAAY a! Y2y3a (KS R I S
t SGSNI CFHydyYy aC2NBaSSAy3a @

I FEEAS /2t AyayY daL yBokNBR

AN EVENING 0

F POETRY

Please join us for a Slavic Student performance
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The Shea House provides a language
immersion environment to enhance
students' linguistic and cultural
competence in their target language an
culture by offering quality programming
with meaningful activities. Russian pod
has been a proud member of Shea fo
the last three years. In the 204819
academic year we have doubledsize
with nine students from all levels of
Russian. We host events throughout th
year to foster a sense of Slavic
community with the rest of Russian
learners. For more informationb@ut

the Russian pod, please visit
http://shea.virginia.edu/russian

Shea House 20119 residents playing
monopoly in Russian

Sarah Guzik, Diana Renelt, Roman Bohuk, Ta

Luhan, Natalia Kulczycki, Jess Sommerville, Ta
Williams, and Baylor Towne

Shea House
Fall 2018, Volume 7

SHEA HOUSE
A LANGUAGE COMMUNITY

@ =
i 5 > "*\'-J y
Shea residents 2012018: LA Valeria Provotorova, Diana
Renelt, lla Kimata, Kate Motskand Sarah Guzik

“

Residents play a game testing their art an
culture knowledge

Living in Shea has helped gr@w my
Russian vocabulary and given me the uniq
opportunity to practice speaking with
students who have morexperience with the
language ¢ Taylor Williams ~ Asasecond St NJ a KSI NB&A
getting to know so many great new people

and | think that our collectivRussian skills
have improved tremendously.lla Kimata

| joined Shea House to increase my proficiency in Russjaggially my speaking skills. Now starting my second semester, |
quite pleased at my progress, and have additionally greatly enjoyedatious cultural activities we've participated in, includin
games, movies, and eventsTadd Luhan
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Life in Shea tends to be a busy one!
Students keep up with courses,
homework, various organizations, and
Shea events. Residents attend daily
dinners, weekly language hours, and
international evens. The residents also
organize large semester events for othe
students to attend. Here are some of th
Y2NBE YSY2NlIofS S@¢

Shea House has been a positive sa
experience for me and a great way t Scrabble night!

maintain my Russian speaking skitls.
' Diana Renelt

Students play charades (Krokodil)

. |
:fi /

Russian pod

& makes Medovik

cakefor the
Shea

International

Dessert Night

Shea gavene an opportunity to practice and improve
my verbal skills in an immersive environment, which
can be difficult to find in regular language s$&s. | met
new friends both inside and outside my language grc
and learned a lot about the traditions and foaafs
other cultures. Fun weekly language hours and dinne
were the highlights of my busy days as a student. Th
language house gave me onicea-lifetime experience
that will be hard to forget¢ Roman Bohuk

My Russian speaking abilities would not hawproved as
exponentially as they have had | not lived in Shea House tl
year. | have had so much exposure to culture, and it has
brought me aser topeople who live here, Natalia Kulczycki
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Winter Festival in Shea

P FTAOSNIEFad @SIFENRa al af Sy’
House decided to hostwinter celebration. The residents
cooked various Slavic dishes, prepared an arts and cra
table, and decorated the dining area. Students learning
Russian were able to e Russian music and experienc
GNI RAGAZ2ya | aa20A1 WBR g A
performed a poem also received a special prize from Di
Moroz and Snegurochka!
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NEW GRADUATE STUDENTS in 2018

Abigail Blackgraduated from UVA in spring 2018 with a major in Rudssarguage and Literature. She is completin
4+1 MA in Contemporary Russian Studies this year and hopes to commisgiert Navy in 2019.

Anna Gomboevaomes to the PhD program in Slavic Languages and Literatures from Novosibirsk via the Univ

North Dakota where she earned an MA in English. At the President's Academy in Novosibirsk she earned a gc

forherRA LI 2YI NB&ASINOK 2y b¢KS 5Aa0AyO0OGABS {AlGdz GA2
.1 x omm h )@

- * = e

Melissa Ivanca@yraduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point with a triple major in Russic

International Relationsand Nuclear Engieeing She has served in Kuwait as a Captain in the US Army and |

currently on a tweyear leave to complete her MA in Slavic Languages and Literatures. In her spare time Melis
written and published a number of novels.

Aaron Thompsorgraduated summa cum laude from the University of Arizona in Russian with a second majol

Anthropology. His BA thesis dealt with the impact of the Slavophile thinkers Khomiakov and Kireevsky on the

of Fedor Tiutchev. After first teaching English as a s;tamguage in Almaty, Kazakhstan and then serving as
company's educational director, Aaron has entered the PhD progra&tainc Languages and Literatures.

B

7

)
SeanMurray, Melissa Ivanco, Anna Gomboeva, Sarah
McEleney, Aaron Thompson
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FAKE NEWS IS NOTHING NEW

Researchers use data science to comBangetera andmodern
U.S. writing to detect 'pogtuth’ journalism

¢KS Hnanmc hEF2NR 5A00A 2yl NRiI %
notion meaning that the public is more greatly influenced by
emotional appeals rather than objective facts.

Whileweb-based media has aneased the circulation and reach of
FI1S ySgasxs GKS aLINBFRAy3 27F
political influence is not a new concept.

The same lack of traditional journalism standards that the Unitec
States saw durinthe last Presidentia¢lection happened in the
Soviet Union, although in a vastly different context. State

sanctioned, official sources released content boasting about nor
existent successful production and government programs.

In recent years, websiteké Facebook and Goodiave taken
efforts to detect fake news, but the extent to which they are
effective is questionable. Presidential Fellows in Data Sci$aczh
McEleneyand Alex Maxwell are investigating how well machine
learning and other data sciee approaches work idetecting fake
news in the ideologically distinct environments of the United Sta
and the Sovieera USSR.

29
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Maxwell and McEleney worked over the
course of the 20118 academic year
fellowship to develop a code to identify false
information and apply it t@ large dataset of
deceptive journalistic work from the U.S. anc
the USSR, selecting samples of fake news fi
both contexts.

Their ultimate goal is to see if there is a
difference in how well the code works. Will
dated fake news frm the USSR be easier t
detect, or will the code have more success
finding false information in contemporary U.¢
sources?

After conducting this data analysis on U.S.
versus USSR fake news, the researchers pl:
to investigate how underground, citizen
created groups sought to wermine Soviet
fake news. Little research has been done th:
considers these groups and their impact on
political discourse and public understanding.
Maxwell and McEleney hope to identify thes
trends through linguistic data analysis.

The researchers hopeat their findings will
help to improve data scieneleased fake news
detection and understanding across various
cultural contexts.

Source: UVA Data Science Institute
[https://dsi.virginia.edu/projects/fakenews

A nothing-new]

Prof. Edith @wes, Sarah McEleney,
't SE alEgSttx t N
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Tierre Sanford : = -

My 20162017 academic year ended with one of the most ‘
exciting pieces of news a PhD candidate can receive: | passe( - A -~
comprehensive examinations and had achieved ABD status. |
then had a summer to recover from all the exams before
beginning the process oiriting and defending my dissertation
prospectus. After what felt like the shortest summer break to P s <. e
date, | began a new semester, teaching a course on Yiddish [ s @8 " o View of Jerygalem
literature while wriing my prospectus and searching for memo Fs s 'S rort Yad VaShem Archive
and other literary accounts dife in the Minsk ghetto. | found
that most of the memoirs on the Minsk ghetto were Russian
language books, only printed in very small quantities, and only
found in scattered locatins around the globe. | determined that
the two biggest repositories of sh@ccounts were located in
Holocaust Museum archives in Israel and the United States. It
was this series of events that helped determine how | would
spend my time abroad the follomj semester.

familiar with the archives and archivists at Yad
After defending my prospectus, | spent the Spring 2018 s&me: \/ashem, learning more and more about the
abroad, conducting research and attending conferences arour \insk ghetto and its literature.

the world. | was able to travel to four different countries and to _ .

meet scholars from around the globe during thise. Before | In March a delegation of nine UVA faculty and
SELRdzyR FANIIKSNJ 2y Y& SELSw graduate students from the JewiStudies

of Humanities and Global Cultures, the Center for Global Inqu Program had the opportunity to attend The

and Innovation, and the Slavic and Jewish Studies Departmer S€cond International Roundtable Conference ol

for their generous contributions to my researaiithout their Jewish Studies in China at Gongshang Universi
generous financial contributions, | could not have found gneh pr(\a‘sen'.[{ed a paper on my resevarohchngvs from
the rare sources that | am studying for my dissertation today. Ye GAYsS d PR £FAKSY

Minsk: Memoirs bthe Invasion of Belarus and
In January 2018 after a short jaunt for some purely recreationz § Kk § Cc2 NX¥F GA2Yy 2F (KS

sightseeing and delicious food in Barcelon&raveled to rewarding experience to travel to China and to |
Jerusalem, Israel. There | spent the first two months of mg tim integrally involved in ideas of cultural exchange
abroad conducting research in the archives at the largest While many Chinese scholars of Jewish Studies

Holocaust Museum in the world, Yad Vashem. During my first  \yere familiar with the Holagust, they were less
two months in Israel, | collected over twenty memoirs writt®n  familiar with the events that took place in the
Holocaust survivors and their children on life in the Minsk ghe!  ggviet Union. | was able to share translated

I spent days scouring the archives and got to know many of tht  h3ssages from the literature on the Minsk ghett
librarians there very well. | learned a few words of Hebrew, tri¢ \yhich was oftenheir first exposure to such

my best to make falafel, saw major historical siteswt material. The Chinese scholars were very
Jerusalem proper, and even traveled to areas outside the city recepive to the material | shared, asking

such as Bthlehem and Herodium. Mainly though, | became vel nymerous questions and even extending an
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invitation for me to go teach at their university in China
someday. The experience culminated in a tagNanjing,
China, where Professor Xu Xin, the founder of Jewish
Studiesm China, gave a few of us a tour of Nanjing
University and the Nanjing Massacre Museum, which
shares many design elements with Holocaust museum
such as Yad Vashem and The UnitedeStHolocaust
Memorial Museum (USHMM).

| spent the next few months in Waimgton DC,
conducting research at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum before taking my final trip to
Jerusalem. | was awarded an international grant by the
Moshe Mirilashui Center for Research on the Holocaus
in the Soviet Union at Yad Vashendahe Jack, Joseph
and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust
Studies at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum. From June @7, 2018, | attended the

02 y T S NB-pdasenés n @ Soviet Sphere on the
| 2f 201 dzAGY wS@S| theoftigr t SNI
participants and | formed a group of young scholars
comprised of doctoral candidates and new professors
from around the world, who came together and discuss
our researclon personal sources on the Holocaust. | we
able to present a paperentitt &5 2 OdzY Sy i |

31

Fall 2018, Volume 7

Publication, and Transmission: The Written Word as
wSaAraialryOS Ay aSY2ANER 2
discussing memoirs written by survivors of the Minsl
ghetto, Ihad the good fortune and privilege of being
introduced to a Minsk ghettowsvivor himself.

DNAI2NAA 9f QLISNI gl & I @&
the Nazis invaded the city in June 1941. Years later,
when | interviewed him in June 2018, he was a grea
grardfather living in Jerusalem and volunteering at
Yad Vashem. His story iseamarkable one: smuggled
from the Minsk ghetto after violent pogroms, he livec
with a Belarusian woman on the outskirts of Minsk.
Forbidden from speaking to locals for his own sgfet
his only friend was a goat he would walk in the wooc
outside his homeAfter almost a year outside the
ghetto, two Nazi soldiers occupied the home he was
fAGAY3I Ayd 9f QLISNI O2y A
same roof as the Nazis for a few monthsil the
DSNXYIya fSFTid aAyaloe L O
person,witnessing to his bravery, and observing his
desire to contribute to Holocaust remembrance and
education to be one of the highlights of my life. Itis
voice and the voice of smany others that | hope to
share as | continue to work on my dissertation.

kLB
TR L ik g
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Valeria Provotorovas proud to say she
had a very successful ye&he
continued to serve as the Language
Assistant in Sheaddse and the
Assistant for the Center for Russian, Ee
European, and Eurasian Studies. In the
spring of 2018, Valeria passed her PhD
comprehensive exams and presented &
the 2018 Slavic Forum. She spent her
summer in Russia researching in archiv
and litraries for he dissertation. In the
Fall, Valeria completed her prospectus
and presented at the Central Slavic

| 2YFTSNBY OS GOACIKKS (0 F
UnheardNightingale The Journey of
Identity of the Poetess in Nineteenth

/| SYyGdz2NE wdzaaiAly [ 7

In the sping 2018 ,Sasha Bernosky
presented a paper on migrant literature
at UVA graduate conferenck the
summer, she took a-Week course in
Ukrainian for reading knowledge at
Harvard University and explored the
Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute's
archivalholdings. 8e sought materials Sasha Bernosky in Harvar
that showed how Ukrainians in diaspg
talked to and talked about Ukrainiansg
who remained in Ukraine. ]

Valeria Provotorova in Moscow, Russia
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Prof. Julian Connollywas awarded the
Leonor and Justo Ulloa Award for the best
essay published in thelIFLC Revieim

2018. The essay was entitleil C NEh&”
Brothers Karamazaw The Brothers K
52a0G2S@al1eqQa [Fald b
' YSNAOIY CAQGAZ2Y D¢
participated in an international symposium
SYGAdt SR azf I RAYAN]
¢ NI R dzBefdingilie éFranceThe title of
the paper he presentedwasb | 6 2 | 2
¢CNI yatlridAaAzya 2F [ SN
W5SY2yQ ¢l YSRDE

In the summer of 201&atia Dianinavas
fortunate to undertake a longnticipated
research trip to Russia and Finlandd.
pursuit of her new project on the recent
religious revival in Russia, she visited 333
churches and monasteries (if this is an
exaggeation, it is only a slight one)St.
Peter$urg, Moscow, Pskov, Novgorod, an
everything inbetweert the number of
restored and new churches that once agai
adorn the Russian landscape is
incredible. The visit to New Valaam in
Finland, a remote monastemgstablished by
the Valaam monks when they weeforced

to flee from Russia, crowned this summer
religious adventureIncidentally, there are
only two working monasteries in Finland,
both of them Russian Orthodox.
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Professor Connolly receives the Leonor and Justo Ulloa Aw

Professor Mark Elsodirected the 2018 Russian Summer Language
Institute. He writesWe had asuccessful 37th summer with 11
participants. Once again we proved that two years of Russian (the
contents of 101€2020) can be covered in 8 weeks (meeting 7.5 hou
daily). Two of thehree UVA participants are now in 3010 and doing
well, and one of the tevis in 5030. The third decided not to continue
although she did very well in the program. | was assisted, for the
second time, by Abigail Hohn and Tierre Sanford, both of whom dic
splendid job. Tierre deserves special mention for directing the cultu
component of the program: two idlass lunches, a Russian Supper, t
snackfest occurring at the middle of the summer, and graduation, a
well as the Ishirts and sundry other thinds.g., shopping, cooking,
movies), requiring in the aggregate, a greaiadl of time. Our success i
always the result of a joint effort, and the TAs who assist me play a
crucial role.
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t N2 ¥ & 5 Niodzadion atbdds,(
Blissful Blindness: Soviet Crimes Under
Western Eyeswhile also preparing a
revised Polish version of his boSke No
Evil: Literary Covedps and Discoveries
of the Soviet Camp Experier(d&le,
1999).At the ASEES Convention in
Boston(December 2018), he gave a tall
"Se questo e un uomoGustaw Herling
and the Question of Human Nature in
the Gulag." During his trip to Poland, he
found an interesting addendum to
Professor Katia Dianina's research on
Russian Ohodox churches. In the5th-
century Poland, at the time of the first
union between the Kingdom of Poland
and the Grand Dehy of Lithuania, a few
very unusual Catholic churches were
built in Poland in the gothic style and
painted inside with
Byzanthine/Rutenian frescos. See the
photo of the Holy Trinity Chapel in Lubli
(1416) below.
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For ProfessoEdith Clowe2018wasa busy year with
lots of adventuresln January, she was invited to the
University of London to give a special hour talk on he
recent multtauthored book Area Studies in the Global
Age(edited with S. J. Bromberg, 2016), to a group of
British area studies leaderamainly in EHropean
Studiesand American Studies. The conference had a
lovely title, for those of us bent on defending the

K dzY | y AR&doverny thedHumanities for Political
Science and Area Studieg ! f G K2 dzZaAK | |
seem to be under a cloud, this boakgradually gethg
attention. Professor Clowes hopes that when area
studies eventually gain new appreciation, perhaps nc
as part of global studies, the book will serve as a rea
in introductory courses across the spectrum of world
areas.

In October Rofessor Clowes @&nt to Batumi, Georgia,
on the stunningly beautiful Black Sea coast. Hewyab
G2 3IAGS | 1Seéey20S &LISSOF
Europe asa Muki dzf (G dzNJ € { LJ OS¢
Common Ground in the Black Sea: The Imagined
Geography of thelBck SeaamongRIA 2 y | £ 2

A Georgian reunion.
Left to right: Samantha
Guthrie, Edith Clowes,

Cameron Tarry
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The conference offered an opportunity to explore an
imagined geography that has long interested héow
writers from countries around the Black Sea view their
shared sea and its possibilities for cultural exchange. -
isa conversatiorthat younger writers and public
intellectuals from various countries on the Black Sea
littoral have been invoking for quite a while but which,
because of seemingly endless conflict of one sort or
another, is very long in coming.

A very hitp point of thistrip was meeting up with UVA
SLL alumnae, Samantha Guthrie (BA, 2016) and Cam
Tarry (BA, 2018). Samantha gave a wonderful talk at t
conference on integration of minorities in Georgia.
Cameron is teaching English in the Georgian tofvn o
Kutaisi and igearning basic Georgian along the way.

On a personal note, this summer Professor Clowes
checked off a box on her existentiatdo list. She and
her husband enjoyed a week in early July at the
Wimbledon Tennis Championships. It was a dreame
true.
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5L{{9/¢LbD WE
CHAT WITH VAMPIRE
EXPERT STANLEY STEPA

The University of Virginia offers a
wildly popular course c&lR & 5 NJ
Coming out of the Department of
Slavic Languages and Literatyréee
course has appeared on student
generated lists of the top classes that
Ql 22& &aKz2dzZ R G 1€
graduate. Course Hero, an education
technology company, even named
Stanley Stepanic, who teaches
G5NF Odzf I ¢ | Y &l

With Halloween neayl upon us, UVA
Today caught up with Stepanic for a
fun Facebook Live event. He discuss:
his course, his teaching style and wh
Dracula is important, and even offere
some spookyracula movie
suggestions.

h@dSNI KFEF 2F {0GSL
Slavicfol@d NE® a. | aA Ol t
character Dracula is used as a vehicl
to really understand human
SELISNASYyOSsz¢ KS 3
We asked Stepanic to share the top 1
things people should know about
G5NF Odzf | =¢ . NI Y {
Gothic horror novel. Here is his list.

1. Bram Stoker deleted about three
chapters at the start of the novel to
save space, streamline the story and
reduce the cost of printing. The
original notes Stoker left behind
indicate he removed characters and ¢
different structure, including a trip
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{GFytSe

throua K |

{GSLI yAO KI &

adzy A OK @

morgue, and a paranormal

researcher.

2. The primary remains we have of
this missing section of the novel is

AK2NI adz2Ne

LJdzo ft

widow, Florence. It appeared for th
first time in a 1914 short story
O2ftf SONRA@gzEl @& [

hiKSNJ 2 SANR

{G21

3. The Dracula charactevas
inspired by several things, but in
literature the most important is

I NBdzl of e a/

I NJY A t

important tale of a female vampire
ever written. Stoker knew the
author and worked fohim as a

drama critic. Stoker also

took idea:

from other works of vampire

f AG0SNY Gdz2NB =
aeadSNM2dza

Ay Ot
{ G NI
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0SSy

| |
0SSl OKAY
line up to take the popular clagghotos by Sanjay Suchak, University

Communicationspctober 29, 2018

long been attributed to an
anonymous autbr since it first
appeared in English in 1854, but in
actuality it was simplg translation of
0KS DSNXYIy GFtS
{GNY y3ISNEOZI TFTANHRI
Karl Adolf von Wachsmann.

4. The original title of the novel was
notd 5 NJ hdrbduadlga ¢ K S
5SIFRdé {121 SN O2
2U0KSNJ GAGE Sax ac
5SIddd 5Nl Odzf -5 8 NR
He settled ot 5 NJ- @odghly &
week before publication.

pd {21 SNRa OKIF NJ
was not called Dracula at all

originally. In8 2 1 SNR&a y 24
AYRAOFGSR G 2yS
YPYYYysé g Aviriken hered
and then eventually began to use the
dzy AYaLIANBR yIYS |
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which he appears to have takenfrom RAFFSNByYy G GA Gt S Thelegal aention brought by
the Serbian. Darknéd anduld be the translation  Florence Stoker, and the

of itin English. In essence, itisa  subsequent stage versions of
different book. G5N) Odzf I ¢ GKI G
eventually, led it on the path to
fame. It is largely adaptations
of @ 5 N dhat made it famous,
not the novel itself.

6. Count Dracula was not inspired by
a real historical figure, Vlad the
Impaler, as many people believe. 9. Stoker was primarily

Stoker came across Vlad Ill Dracula remembered for managing the
while researching a book about the  Lyceum Theater in his day, and hi
region of Romania during a visit to biograply about his employer,
Whitby, England. In the text of this Henry Irving, was praised as his
book the name Dracula appears thre most important contribtion to
times, and one of them is actually f AGSNY GdzZNB P ¢ KA
referencing another person. The wSYAyAaoOSa 27F | University News Associate Office
history the character Count Dracula University Communications
presentsin the novel is actually a
conglomeration of ideas Stoker
pieced together, sme plagiarized
from earlier works.

Jane Kelly

10. Were it not for the copyright
battle againstt b 2 &8 F SNJ & ¢ Source: UVAToda@ctober 29,
German film that bootlegged th 2018

plotofad 5 NI Odzf I ¢ { i

may never have become famous.

7. Though Stoker is wekhown today,
he was not in his own day. He was a
minor writer at best, and made
Ffy2ald y20KAg3a 2°
roughlya little more than $3,000,
adjusting for inflation in 2018 dollars,
hardly asalary one could live off of.
CKFdQa y2i adzNLINJ
writing was not even his primary job;
he was foremost a theater manager.

8. The first foreiglanguage edition
of @ 5 NJ @afadtuéally published in
Icelandic in 1901, a curious choice.
Eveni 2 Rl 8 2 aO0K2f I N
{G21SND&a NBf I GA2
gK2 dzaSR {021 SN
which connected Dracula to Jack the
Ripper, and even rewrote sigimant
parts of the novel. It even has a

: 2
{dFrytSe {GSLIyArOQa 1 AY

vampire kitsch.
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Greetings fromBoston! I'm writing this
while sitting at my window and lookin
out onto a maple tree, all but a
handful of its orange leaves now gone
Winter, as they say iGame of
Thronesis coming. And while nyme
at the University of Virginia prepared
me for manythingst closereading
thorny Russian texts, writing extendel
academic arguments, teaching smart
undergraduate students it didn't

quite prepare me for twilight at 4PM
and snow on the ground in April. An
yet I'm feeling very glad to be here.

Here, in my cas means Harvard
University, where | accepted a positio
in the writing program and am now
teaching composition to firsyear
students. Not just composition, |
should say: One of the strong points ¢
this program is how it gives its
instructors or preceptas, as they call
them hera the latitude to teach
subjects in our area of expertise or
interest, while providing us a well
established structure for imparting the
principles of academic writing.

Arriving here this summer, | had only
vague notion of whatxactly I'd be
teaching come September. | knew |
wanted to cover material related to
my background in Slavic, but also to
design a course that might appeal to
students who might not necessarily b
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future scholars of Russian literature
Luckily, | didn't neg to go further
than the TV screen to see the recer
surge of popular interest in Russia,
along with a cottage industry of
punditry around the allegations of
interference in recent elections.
Here, lthought, was a subject
students could really dig into.
Sarting with an exploration of the
"meme warfare" of the troll factory
[fabrika trollej in St. Petersburg, |
broadened the topic to include
historical contexts and theory
around these sorts of influece
campaigns. In short, | designed my
course around thgeneral topic of
propaganda.

For me, one of the best things abot
this topic was that it allows me to
indulge in my fascination with old
Soviet political posters and cinemat
agitprop, such as thergundbreaking
montage techniques of Soviet
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masters likeEisenstein, alongside an
exploration of the narrative tools of
Soviet and American disinformation
campaigns during the Cold War. At
the same time, | was confident that
these historical cases could beked
to contemporary forms of
propaganda. Thus, my stants have
been able to take the interpretive
tools that they've honed in class on
propaganda posters from the First
and Second World Wars and apply
them in written analyses of the text
and visuals ofociatmedia memes
circulated by Russia's troll factorgs
we've done in our first unit. The
fundamental techniques of this sort
of persuasion, it turns out, are not all
that different today.

Which is not to say that new
technologies haven't supercharged
these old propaganda techniques.
Now, in place of thedp-down, one
way messaging of governments,



